Environmental Education at

Mammoth Cave National Park
Students have been visiting the cave area since
long beforeit wasaNational Park. The park itself

recognized the value of aformal education program n NA,L'\%QA"
inthe 1970’s. Since then our program has grown ¥® SERVICE
and expanded. We now have six permanent staff
members who conduct programs for over 20,000
students a year.

Our Environmental Education Program is
curriculum-based. That meansthat wework totie
lessonsabout our park resourcesinto the curriculum

that is being taught by teachers. Whether it is Environmental Education
karst geology or literature, plant identification or .
Kentucky History, Mammoth Caveisagreat place Ofﬂ ce and Programs
tolearn.

a
What is

“Environmental Education?”

Environmental Education is a broad concept that I\/I arT] mOth Cave
reaches far beyond teaching about ecological .

concepts. EE, asitisknown, usestheworld around

you for stimulating, hands-on, “real world” N atl Onal Park
learning, whether it is in science, math, language
arts, socia studies, art, physical education, or some
other subject. National research has shown that
using the environment as an integrating concept
for learning can increase science and other subject

knowledge and skills, reducedisciplinary problems,
and engage students in their studies.
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Mammoth Cave Nationa Park
Environmental Education

POBox 7

Mammoth Cave, KY 42259

(270) 758-2354

fax: (270) 758-2349

emal: MACA_Environmentd Ed@npsgov

saved by-the American people so that al may
EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

TheNational Park Service caresforspecia places
experience our heritage.
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Environmental Education

Mammoth Cave, KY 42259

PO Box 7




Mammoth Cave National Park Environmental Education Programs

The Park offers programsfree of chargefor groupsthat have aclear educational or scientific (not recreational) purpose. For
this reason, all programs must relate to your school curriclum and one or more of the park's primary resources (the rich
cultural heritage, the scenic and ecologically diverseriver valleys, and the cave and karst geology) and/or themes (such as
stewardship or theinternational significance of the park). We could not possibly list all the lessonsthat fit these

two criteria-- there are so many!

Programs at the Park

A typical school group is at the park for about 4
hours. During that time, students may see one or
several of the park's features (such as the forest,
pond, rivers and springs, and cave) and
participatein several educational
activities. Rangers and
teachers can present an
endless variety of topics.
We even have an indoor
classroom for use in
inclement weather.
Which part of the
park and which
activities you
experience

Programs at your School
Do you want your students to do more
hands-on activities? Do you want to
prepare students for a trip to Mammoth
Cave? Isit too cold to go outside? Do
you want studentsto |earn more about
one of our park resources but you just
can't afford the school bus? We
have the answer: a school-site visit.

We now have rangers who work throughout the school year.
When staff is available we can come to your school site and
teach your students there.

On atypical school-site program we visit several classes at
your school; thismeans oneranger can do severa curriculum-

depends on based programs on oneday. Sometimesall of the lessonsare
what you are for one grade level; other times we do two or three different
studying. lessons for different grades while at the school.

The National Park Service was created by an act of Congress on August 25, 1916. At that time
Congress spelled out its Mission “. . . to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life
therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the samein such manner and by such means aswill leave them unimpaired
for the enjoyment of future generations.” The National Park Service also operates national trailsand historic landmarks,
offerstechnical assistance with local conservation efforts, workswith partner groups from schoolsto corporations, and
works with land management agencies around the world.

Mammoth Cave National Park wasfirst authorized by Congress on May 25, 1926, though it was
not fully established until July 1, 1941. The 52,000 acresin the Park were set asideto preserveits unique cave and karst
resources, scenicriver valleys, and rich historic heritage. The Park protectsthelongest known cave systemin theworld
aswell as10,000 years of human history. The significance of the Park was recognized by the international community
with itsdesignation asaWorld Heritage Sitein 1981 and asaMan and the Biosphere Reservein 1990. Today Mammoth
CaveNational Park isvisited by over 2 million people annually.

Teacher Training

Do you want to learn how to make science fun and
exciting? Areyoutrying to make Kentucky history
come alive? Do your or your teachers need
continuing professional development? Our
workshops can providethe skillsand training hours
you are looking for, either at the Park or at your
school.

We realize the best way for us to reach as many
students as possible is through their teachers.

= For this reason, we provide a wide array of

teacher workshops. These workshops take
place throughout the year, though primarily in
summer. The workshops are also available upon
request, either at the park or at your school. Just
find at least ten teachers who are interested, pick
some possible dates, and give usacall!

Availableworkshops:
Mammoth CaveNational Park curriculums:
Primary Grade—K-3
Intermediate grades—4/5
Paleontology — grades 1-12
Man, the Biosphere and Our National Parks
National Programs (whileeach of these programs
has its focus, the topics themselves are presented
interdisciplinarily and apply to other
topics):
Project W.E.T. (Water
Education for Teachers)
Project Learning Tree
(forests)
Project WILD (wildlife)
Project Aquatic Wild
Project Archaeology
Project Food, Land, and
People (agriculture)
Other Programsthat
meet your special needs
are also available upon
request.




